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YouthBuild Philadelphia Charter School 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

By conference telephone call 

November 20, 2015 at 3:30 p.m. 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

Attending by Telephone: Martin Brigham, Alfred Essandoh, Chuck Esser, Jared 

Farbman, Todd Marzolf, Michael McPhilmy, Fernando Mendez, James Mergiotti, James 

Multari, Claire Robertson-Kraft, Robert Totaro, Karen Williams. 

Absent: Timothy Daniel, Kiley Smith Kelly, Khalilah Lawson, Scott Lillis, Nathan 

Norstrud, Samuel Olshin, Roxanne Tillman. 

Staff attending:  Ameen Akbar, Brian Leffler, Eva Lexie, Simran Sidhu. 

 

This special meeting was called to discuss and vote on proposed expulsions for students 

SP and AS.  To protect the students’ privacy, each student will be identified by initials in 

these minutes. 

 

Separate expulsion hearings were held for SP and AS on Wednesday, November 18, 

2015 with Chuck Esser presiding at each hearing as the board representative.  Both 

students participated in their hearings. 

 

Information about the circumstances leading up to the hearings, the hearing themselves, 

and the resulting recommendations was distributed to board members by e-mail in 

advance of this meeting. 

 

Expulsion for SP 

A. Akbar gave a brief reiteration of the circumstances and the recommendation for 

student SP.  In discussion it became clearer to the board members what SP’s 

responsibility was for the events leading to this recommendation.  It was determined that 

we need to document this with a supplementary memo to the board clarifying the reasons 

for SP’s expulsion: 

 Our historical knowledge about his relationship with the other student AH, as well as 

evidence from another student, convinced us that he did realize what he was doing 

and the potentially dangerous consequences. 

 We believe that his actions threatened the safety of the school community and put us 

at risk. 

 Although he didn’t fully admit his responsibility, he agreed that he had put the 

community in danger and he understood why he was being expelled. 

 Motion by C. Esser: To approve the expulsion of student SP, as recommended by 

School Administrators, for the remainder of the school year beginning on 

Friday, November 20, 2015, with the option to reapply for the 2016-2017 school 

year.  M. Brigham second, motion unanimously approved. 
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In additional discussion questions were raised about how to provide for the security and 

safety of staff.  This will need further examination and careful thought. 

 

Expulsion for AS 

A. Akbar gave a brief reiteration of the circumstances and the recommendation for 

student AS.  The student has an IEP but it was not connected with the specific behavior 

involved in this incident.   AS took responsibility and admitted mistakes, and will receive 

counseling during the expulsion period. 

 Motion by C. Esser: To approve the expulsion of student AS, as recommended by 

School Administrators, for the remainder of Session 2 from Friday, November 

20, 2015 until returning on Tuesday, January 5, 2016.  M. Brigham second, 

motion unanimously approved. 

 

Update regarding a previous expulsion for SG 

The board received an update regarding the expulsion of student SG, who was originally 

expelled in July for a period of 13 weeks.  SG was given several conditions to meet 

during the expulsion period in order to be eligible for reinstatement in October.  SG did 

not meet the conditions, missed several meetings, and has continued to display 

inappropriate behavior.  Therefore SG was not reinstated and the original expulsion 

stands. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________ 

Eva S. Lexie 


