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YouthBuild Philadelphia Charter School 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

By conference telephone call 

July 29, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

Attending by Telephone: Martin Brigham, Alfred Essandoh, Chuck Esser, Anthony 

Fullard, Khalilah Lawson, Laura McHugh, Fernando Mendez, James Mergiotti, James 

Multari, Nathan Norstrud, Claire Robertson-Kraft, Roxanne Tillman. 

Absent: Timothy Daniel, Jared Farbman, Kiley Smith Kelly, Scott Lillis, Michael 

McPhilmy, Shannon Phillips, David Thomas, Robert Totaro. 

Staff attending:  Brian Leffler. 

 

This special meeting was called to discuss and vote on proposed expulsions for students 

ZJ and KM.  To protect the students’ privacy, they will be identified by initials in these 

minutes. 

 

An expulsion hearing was held for ZJ on Monday, July 25, 2016 with Roxanne Tillman 

presiding as the board representative.  The student did not attend her hearing. 

 

Information about the circumstances leading up to the hearing, the hearing itself, and the 

resulting recommendations was distributed to board members by e-mail in advance of 

this meeting. 

 

B. Leffler gave a brief reiteration of the circumstances and the recommendation for 

student ZJ.  There were two incidents, with the second one involving the use of a taser on 

another student.  There was a question regarding whether police had been called.  B. 

Leffler responded that the police did come and take statements from the student and from 

the building’s security guard who had been on duty at the time. 

 

Twelve board members were present to vote on the following resolution: 

 Motion by R. Tillman: To approve the expulsion of student ZJ as recommended 

by School Administrators for the year, with no eligibility to re-enroll.  J. 

Mergiotti second, motion unanimously approved. 

 

An expulsion hearing was held for KM on Monday, July 25, 2016 with Roxanne Tillman 

presiding as the board representative.  The student attended and participated in his 

hearing. 

 

Information about the circumstances leading up to the hearing, the hearing itself, and the 

resulting recommendations was distributed to board members by e-mail in advance of 

this meeting. 
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B. Leffler gave a brief reiteration of the circumstances and the recommendation of a six-

week expulsion for student KM.  If the student returns after the expulsion he will have a 

restorative meeting to determine his status going forward.  If he is reinstated he will have 

the ability to complete all his requirements and graduate in November. 

 

Twelve board members were present to vote on the following resolution: 

 Motion by R. Tillman: To approve the expulsion of student KM as recommended 

by School Administrators for six weeks, with eligibility to return on September 

6, 2016.  K. Lawson second, motion unanimously approved. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_____________________ 

Eva S. Lexie 


